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Dearest Greek 


Jack and Charmian London’s Presentation 
Inscriptions to George Sterling 


Part Two 


Edited with an Introduction and Notes by 
STANLEY WERTHEIM &§ SAL NOTO 


The first part of this article appeared in the last 1ssue (Summer 
1983) of the Quarterly News-Letter. The introductory essay 
chronicled the friendship of Jack London and George Sterling, 
who met in San Francisco during the spring of roor. They 
quickly became fast friends in spite of their dissimilarities. Jack 
gloried in the roles of tramp, brawler, and primitive frontiersman, 
while George cultivated the persona of the fastidious, aristocratic 
aesthete. Nevertheless, their essential affinities of temperament, 
their devotion to writing and their respect for basic integrity 
served to cement their friendship. Jack London gave inscribed 
copies of all but the last few of his books to George Sterling as they 
appeared in quick succession. The inscriptions are a remarkable 
record of his friendship for Sterling, which was the closest and 
most enduring of his life. 
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14. Moon-Face and Other Stories. New York: The Macmillan Company, 
1906. 
Dearest Greek :— 


Just 
another book, that’s 
all, and not one 
of my best— 
—but you are 
just the same. 


Jack London 


Glen Ellen, Calif. 
October 3, 1906. 


15. White Fang. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1906. 
You Blessed Greek! 


I wish I could write 
nice personal things 
such as you do; for 
then I’d be able to 
tell you how much 
I love you. 


Wolf. 


Wake Robin Lodge. 
Oct. 30, 1906. 


16. Scorn of Women. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1906. 


You Blessed Greek: 


Fondly thine, 
The Wolf! 


Jack London 


Oakland, Calif., 
December 3, 1906 


17. Before Adam. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1907. 


Dearest Greek: 


I agree 
with you on the “Wine 
of Wizardry.” After all, 


we always agree, as 
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we agreed last night, 
at Marty’s,?3 over the 
classification of poetry. 
Even that “‘ascertained fact” 
discussion at Carmel 
was a discussion, not 
of facts, but of phrases. 
And so I maintain 

that we are qualified, 
you & I, to gibber 

in all the Hee-hee 
Councils from 

Coppa’s to the Ruskin. 


Jack London. 


Oakland, Calif., 
March 13, 1907. 


18. Love of Life and Other Stories. New York: The Macmillan Company, 
1907. 

Dearest Greek :— 

— Just love— 
Just luck— 
— Always thine, 

— Wolf 
Jack London 

Glen Ellen, Calif., 

March 26, 1914. 


19. The Road. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1907. 


O Thou Greek :— 
And who 


knows what 
Romance, what 


23. Xavier Timoteo Orozco “Marty” Martinez (1869-1943). A flam- 
boyant Mexican artist of Aztec lineage, Martinez was among London’s 
circle of Bohemian friends (“The Crowd’’). An accomplished painter, 
Marty was also Professor of Art at the California School of Arts and Crafts 
in Oakland for many years. At the 1940 World’s Fair in New York, he was 
one of 600 foreign-born Americans honored because of outstanding con- 
tributions to American culture. 
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Adventure, what 
Love, is lurking 
around the next 
turn of the road, 
ready to leap 
out on us if 
we ll only travel that 
far?— Wolf 

Jack London 


Glen Ellen, March 26/14 


20. The Iron Heel. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1908. 


Blessed Greek :— 
Well, 


watch this tale 
of years ago”4 
approximately 
work out & 
hit an occasional 
high spot, 
Thine, 

Wolf. 

Jack London 
Glen Ellen, Calif. 

Mar26,19014: 


21. Martin Eden. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1909. 


To the Blessed Greek! 
With love, 
Wolf 


Wake Robin, 
Nov. 27, 1909. 


24. London’s apocalyptic novel about the rise of Fascism. Though the 
book was not a great financial success, it was a story that London felt 
compelled to write. As Earle Labor points out in Jack London (New York: 
Twayne Publishers, Inc., 1974, p. 102), ““Psychologically speaking, The 
Iron Heel is one of Jack’s most revealing books; it is the fictional articula- 
tion of his private dreams of revolutionary glory.” 


QUARTERLY NEWS-LETTER gI 
22. Lost Face. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1910. 


Dearest Greek :— 


Here’s 
some more soapsuds 
Now blow your 


blamed old bubbles. 
With love, 
Jack London 

Glen Ellen, 

March 23, 1910. 


23. Revolution and Other Essays. New York: The Macmillan Company, 
1910. 


Dearest Greek :— 

To you 
—who once said 
that you were a 
socialist because 
it was the only 
thing in this world 
that a young man 
could go into 
that was clean, 
noble, and alive. 

With deepest love, 
Jack London 
Glen Ellen, Calif., 
April 24, 1910. 


24. Burning Daylight. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1910. 


Dearest Greek :— 
In memory 
of all good 
times past, 
& good times 
to come. 
With fond love, 
Wolf. 


Glen Ellen, 
Oct. 15, 1910. 
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25. Theft: A Play in Four Acts. New York: The Macmillan Company, 
IQIO. 


Dearest Greek :— 
Never 

mind. I’m 

going to land 

one of these 

damned plays?> 

yet. In the 

meantime forbear 


with the Wolf. 
Jack London 
Glen Ellen, 


Deca 1010; 


26. When God Laughs and Other Stories. New York: The Macmillan Com- 
pany, IQII. 
Dearest Greek :— 
I love you. 


Wolf. 
alias 


Jack London 


Glen Ellen, Calif., 
Feb. 16, IgII. 


27. Adventure. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1911. 


Dearest Greek :— 
Just a 
simple straight 
forward yarn—? 
—an attempt 


6 


25. London’s three major plays (Theft, Scorn of Women, and The Acorn 
Planter) never achieved success on the stage. For a thorough history of 
London as a dramatist, see the chronological bibliography compiled by 
James E. Sisson in Daughters of the Rich, a one-act play by Jack London 
(Oakland: The Holmes Book Company, 1971), pp. [17-21]. 

26. A novel which deals with the brutal realism and harshness of life on a 
copra plantation in the Solomon Islands. 
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to bring adventure 
up to date. 


Affectionately yours 
Jack London 


Glen Ellen, 
March 19, 1911. 


28. Lhe Cruise of the Snark. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1911. 


Dearest Beloved Greek: — 


What can 
I say? We 
sought our 
joy. We found 
it. Always we 
loved you and 
Carrie.?’ 


Jack London 


Glen Ellen, Calif. 
Sept. 12, IQITI. 


[Tipped onto the front pastedown is a photograph of Jack and 
Charmian leaning against a large rowboat with the inscription, 
“In the Solomons” in Jack’s hand.| 


29. South Sea Tales. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1911. 


Dearest Greek :— 
Do I 


not weary you with 
my endless books? 
I, myself, grow 
weary of them; but 
some day, when 


all my trees are 
planted,” I shall 


27. Caroline Rand Sterling (1880-1918), George Sterling’s wife, who took 
her own life three years after their divorce. 

28. Evidently, this was London’s reference to the 140,000 eucalyptus trees 
he was having planted on sixty acres of his Beauty Ranch. Actually, hun- 
dreds of thousands of these trees, imported from Australia and Tasmania, 
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quit. Watch my 
smoke. 
Lovingly, 
Wolf. 


Glen Ellen, Calif., 
Oct. 14, IQII. 


30. The House of Pride and Other Tales of Hawaii. New York: The Mac- 
millan Company, 1912. 


Dearest Greek :— 


With arms 
out in love to 
you. 

Wolf 


Glen Ellen, Calif., 
Aug. 24, 1912. 


31. A Son of the Sun. New York: Doubleday, Page & Company, 1912. 


Beloved Greek :— 
I wish 
to God that you 
were I in order 
that you might 
adequately write 
these lines from 
me to you. 
Thine, 

Wolf. 
Glen Ellen, Calif., 

Aug. 24, 1912. 


32. Smoke Bellew. New York: The Century Co., 1912. 
Blessed Greek, Be- 


loved of men:— 
Fondly yours, 


were planted in California by speculators at that time with the hope of 
producing a commercial hardwood. The venture for London, as with 
everyone else, proved to be unsuccessful because of the undesirable quali- 
ties that became apparent in the lumber. 
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Jack London 


Glen Ellen, Calif., 
@ct3s 1012. 


33. The Night-Born. New York: The Century Co., 1913. 
Blessed, Beloved Greek :— 


The seasons 
change, but I 
change not 
toward you; the 
years pass, but 
I pass not for 
you, as you 
pass not for 
me. Ours is 
some friendship, 
and greater than 
that, it is love. 

Thine, 

“The Wolf” 
Alias Jack London 

Glen Ellen, Calif., 
March 13, 1913. 


34. The Abysmal Brute. New York: The Century Co., 1913. 
Blessed Beloved Greek :— 


In deep love 
& all love. 
Thine, 
Wolf. 
Glen Ellen, Calif., 
May 27, 1913 


35. John Barleycorn. New York: The Century Co., 1913. 


Dearly Beloved Greek: 


I send you 
this book— not 
in the hope that 
it will alleviate 
your sottishness; but 
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36. The 
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in contrition that 

I made you 

read it long 

since in “proof.”’ 
Fondly thine, 

The Wolf 

Glen Ellen, Calif., 

Aug..22,, 1913: 


Valley of the Moon. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1913. 


Beloved Greek :— 


Just 
to warn you 
that you must 
hie to the valley 
mentioned on 
outside front 
cover, ere you 


depart East— 


—or be forever 
damned by 
Wolfesses & Wolfs [sic]. 
Thine, 
Wolf. 


March 7, 1914. 


37. The Strength of the Strong. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1914. 


Blessed & Beloved Greek :— 
In the 
hope that at least 
one of these yarns 
will prove new 
to you, and, 
added thereunto, 
my ever love, 
for you, 
Thine, 
Wolf. 
Glen Ellen, Calif. 


July 7, 1914. 


SS he 
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Mutiny of the Elsinore. New York: The Macmillan Company, 


IQI4. 


39. The 


Dearest Greek :— 


I believe 
I am justified in 
stating that this 
book may be 
regarded as 
another one of 
my “‘flivvers.’’?9 

All fondest 


love to you. 


Wolf. 
The Ranch, 
Glen Ellen, Calif., 
Dec. 15, 1914. 


Scarlet Plague. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1915. 


Blessed Greek: 


Just 
to remind you 
that this skit is 
not a serious 
man-sized effort,?° 
and that the Ranch 
still wonders when 
you re going to 
make a real 
Visit. 

Affectionately thine, 
Jack London 


Glen Ellen, Calif., 
ipa 7a O15 


29. An adventure story about a mutinous crew on a clipper ship that sails 
around Cape Horn. It was serialized in Hearst's Magazine as “The Sea 
Gangsters,’ November, 1913—August, I914. 

30. A futuristic novel which takes place after the civilized world has been 
destroyed. The setting is a ravaged San Francisco, reduced to nothing 
more than an archaeological site. 
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40. The Star Rover. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1915. 


Dearest Greek :— 
Glad to 


see you aboard— 

—not this 

star ship— but 

this ranch of 

my dreams. And 

I love your [sic] for 

your perfect, 
““Edism,” beauty 

of wonder & thought. 


Wolf. 
Oct. 24, 1915. 


41. The Acorn Planter. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1916. 


Dearest Greek :— 
You 


know the content 
thereof.3* Love me, 
forgive me, forever 
give me, I’m 
all out of key 
with the world 
in which I live. 
Thine, 
Wolf, 
Jack London 
Aug. 6, 1916. 


42. The Little Lady of the Big House. New York: The Macmillan Com- 
pany, 1916. 
Dearest Greek :— 


I failed 
of gaining sympathy 


31. This work, subtitled “A California Forest Play,” was written for the 
annual Bohemian Club High Jinks, but subsequently rejected. The play 
has never been produced. 
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with this. Darned if 

I know why. My 

heart & my 

brain were in 

it.3? Perhaps 

I have missed the proper switches. 

Modern telephone 

service is bad, even 

among friends. 
Thine in fondest love, 
Jack London 

Aug. 6/16. 


Il. CHARMIAN LONDON TO GEORGE STERLING 


43. The Human Drift. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1917. 


Dear Greek— Jack’s 
dear Greek: This is 
the saddest thing I 
Ever did in my life 
to send you the 

first of his books that 


he never saw.*3 
May the gods love you. 
Charmian 
Glen Ellen, 
March 5, 1917 


[There 1s a small full-face photograph of Jack London on the front 
pastedown and beneath that his blue stamped signature.| 


32. Sometimes regarded as the worst novel that London ever wrote. Jack 
pe aaa disagreed. Nevertheless, as Earle Labor points out, it remains 
ue, pee interesting book because of an unmistakable personal element . 

in vidas novel.” (Jack London) p. 146. 

33. London died on November 22, 1916. 
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44. Jerry of the Islands. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1917. 


Dear “Greek” :— 
Never did Jack put 


more enjoyment into 
the writing of a book 
than into this one. 
That, at least, is a 
joy to you & me, who 
grudge every thrill 
that he may have 
missed in life. 

Always the same 


Charmian London 
Glen Ellen, Cal., 
May 18, 1917. 


[Tipped onto the front pastedown is a signed photograph of Jack 
London.]| 


45. Michael Brother of Jerry. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1917. 


It came today, and 
I think of you 
first, Dear Greek. 
—and hereafter 
I hope you will 
join with me in 
responding to the 
plea the Wolf 
makes in last [sic] 
paragraph of his Preface.%4 
With love— 


Charmian 


Glen Ellen, Nov. 18, ’17. 


46. The Red One. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1918. 


Dear George: 
The months come & 


34. London made a plea for the banishment of trained-animal acts. 
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go, and lengthen into 
years; and he is just 
as alive as ever to 
you and me— our 
Jack. And once in a 
while something like 
this book, all fire 
& dew, power and 
tenderness, comes along 
to make us surer 
than ever that never 
will the memory of 
him dim. 

Charmian 
The Ranch, 
November 4, 1918. 


[Full-face photograph of Jack London tipped onto front paste- 
down with clipped signature fixed beneath 1t.| 


© 1983 by Sal Noto and Stanley Wertheim. Reprinted by permission. This 
material will be published in book form by Eureka Publications later in 
1983. 


STANLEY WERTHEIM is a Professor of English at William Paterson College 
who specializes in modern English and American fiction. He is currently 
editing the correspondence of Stephen Crane. 


* Member Sat Noto has collected and written about Jack London and other 
California authors over the past twenty years. He has edited a collection, 
Jack London’s California, which will be published in early 1984. 
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Elected to Membership 


The two classifications of membership above Regular Membership are 
Patron Membership, $125 a year, and Sustaining Membership, $60 a year. 


New Sustaining Member Address Sponsor 
Regis M. Graden Simi Valley Msgr. Francis J. Weber 


The following members have changed from Regular to Sustaining Membership: 


Mr. & Mrs. 
Jeremy C. Cole San Francisco 


The following have been elected to membership since the publication of the 
Summer News-Letter: 


Joanne R. Euster Emeryville Serena de Bellis 
Jerry Gorby So. Charleston, 

West Virginia Andrew Hoyem 
L. Javete Seattle, Washington George H. Tweney 


CALIFORNIA WRITERS OF THE LAND 
A series: four classic works with modern commentaries 


and illustrations by California writers and artists. 
Available in November, 1983: 


CAWDOR by Robinson Jeffers 


a narrative poem, 


with an afterword by novelist James D. Houston 
and woodblock illustrations by Mark Livingston. 
Works by Steinbeck, Saroyan and Joaquin Miller to follow. 
Reservations are being accepted now. For a prospectus, 
write to the publishers, Carolyn and James Robertson 


The Yolla Bolly Press 


POST OFFICE BOX 156, COVELO, CALIFORNIA 95428 
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Gifts S Acquisitions 


Our thanks to member Abe Lerner for his gift to the Club of a copy of The 
Grolier Club’s latest publication, BR Today, A Selection of His Books with 
Comments. The volume is based upon an exhibition on the occasion of the 
25th anniversary of Rogers’ death, and the books included were selected 
and commented upon by a pomnber of leading typographers, printers, his- 
torians and collectors. These individuals comprise an international group 
of authorities who were invited by The Grolier Club to comment on a BR 
book of their choice. Thirty-five books were selected but, strangely, of 
that number only twelve are among his thirty best books as chosen by 
Bruce Rogers himself. Many of the selectors chose books for personal, sen- 
timental interest or books they had readily on hand, but even these (with 
one or two curious exceptions) bear the unmistakable stamp of the master. 

It will be of interest to Book Club members that seven of the commen- 
tators are members of the Club: Andrew Hoyem, Colin Franklin, Albert 
Sperisen, Adrian Wilson, Tony Appleton, John Peckham, and Abe Lerner. 
For some strange reason, Ward Ritchie was not asked to make a selection 
and comment on it—and Ward knew Rogers and has written about him. 

This is a charming small book designed by Bert Clarke and printed by 
A. Colish. Copies may be had by writing to The Grolier Club, 47 East 60th 
St., New York, NY 10022 and enclosing a check for $9.50, which includes 
tax and shipping. 


We are grateful to Msgr. Francis J. Weber for presenting the Club with a 
copy of The Precursors Mission. This volume in his series on the Calli- 
fornia missions documents the history of San Juan Bautista. 


Our thanks to members Betty Potter and James D. Hart for their contri- 
butions to the Club in memory of Valenti Angelo. These funds will be used 
to acquire appropriate selections for the library. 


We had the pleasure in the last issue of the Quarterly News-Letter of remark- 
ing on the handsome gift of two books from Mrs. Martin Mitau. The more 
important of the two was The Triumph of Francesco Petrarch as printed by 
William Dana Orcutt at the University Press, Cambridge (USA) in 1906. 
To better appreciate this uncommon book and its unusual production, the 
Club purchased a copy of Orcutt’s In Quest of the Perfect Book, Little, 
Brown & Co., 1926, in which Orcutt records in detail the creation of the 
Petrarch volume. He discusses the Humanistic typeface which he designed 
and first used in this work. He also discusses the interesting problem of the 
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dark blue ink which he used in the Petrarch as a second color. Orcutt be- 
lieved that lapis lazuli was used by fifteenth-century scribes to color the 
ink and he wanted to use this same ink. So an American ink firm formu- 
lated this second ink for him. In Florence, Italy he made the curious find 
of some ground lapis lazuli but he had to obtain permission from the Italian 
government to export it. The resulting second color is so subtle that it 
almost appears to be a lighter printing of black. Of course, the most 
exciting other use of “‘color” is the twenty-two-karat raised gold initials 
that introduce each chapter, and these are very exciting. 

The binding is being repaired but our members will shortly have the 
pleasure of being able to examine this beautiful book for themselves. 


We are delighted to add to the library a copy of The Letters of William 
Somerset Maugham to Lady Juliet Duff, edited and with an introduction by 


Loren R. Rothschild, who presented this Rasselas Press volume to the 
Club. 


Our warm thanks to the University of Arizona Press for sending a copy of 
their recent publication, /-Mary, a biography of Mary Austin by Augusta 
Fink, who in 1982 received an Award of Merit from the California His- 
torical Society for outstanding contributions to California history. This 
important biography is a welcome addition to our library. 


Our thanks to Mr. David J. Weber for sending the library a copy of 
Troubles in Texas, 1832: A Tejano Viewpoint from San Antonio. The book 
contains a facsimile of the San Antonio Representacion printed in 1833 
which is the only published statement of the attitudes of the Mexican- 
Texas or Tejano leaders in the years from the end of the Spanish era in 1821 
to Texas independence in 1836. The Representacion has been translated by 
Conchita Hassell Winn and David J. Weber, who was the editor as well. 

This handsome book was designed and printed by David Holman at 
the Wind River Press in Austin in an edition of four hundred copies. This 
is the first title to appear in a planned series of publications by the De- 
Golyer Library now at Southern Methodist University. 


From Thomas Rae, proprietor of The Black Pennell Press (formerly the 
Erian-aig Press) in Grenock, Scotland, we have received a copy of his well- 
designed and well-printed booklet, Waiting for Death, which relates the 
story of an unpublished wood engraving by that title on which Thomas 
Bewick worked shortly before his death in 1828. There are four Bewick 
engravings, one of which is from the original wood engraving, and all are 
quite well printed. We are delighted with this new piece of Bewickiana, 
which will be added to our growing collection of this outstanding en- 
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graver’s work. It is additionally fitting since the Club will publish a Bewick 
leaf book which will feature an original leaf from his famous Aesop’s Fables 
together with a matted proof taken from an original wood engraving for 
the Fables. This publication is planned for Winter of this year. 


Our thanks to member Frank A. West of Pebble Beach for his recent 
donation to the Club. 


Dr. Lawrence Clark Powell—or Larry as he is known to his friends, and 
they are legion, has presented to the Club a second book about another 
of his musical enthusiasms. This book, titled My Haydn Commonplace 
Book, nicely complements his first book of musical essays, My Mozart 
Commonplace Book, which we happily noted in the Spring Quarterly News- 
Letter, 1981. Both of these charmingly printed books were produced in 
identical format by Richard Hoffman of Los Angeles. They are now housed 
with our growing collection of California fine printing. Our delighted 
thanks to dear Larry. 


Through a gift from Doris Ostrander Dawdy, a San Francisco writer, we 
have her Volume One of Artists of the American West, a biographical index 
published by The Swallow Press, Inc. of Chicago in 1974. This volume 
contains 1,300 entries of artists and illustrators who were born before 1900. 
Three hundred of the entries are brief biographies and capsule notes on 
the artists and the location of their work. Volume Two, printed in 1981, 
was presented to the Club by member-bookseller Robert Hawley. This 
second volume has added another 1,450 entries. We understand that Mrs. 
Dawdy is currently working on Volume Three. Our sincere thanks to the 
author and to Robert Hawley, who presented, respectively, the first and 
second volumes to our reference library. 


As each deadline for the next Quarterly News-Letter arrives, so does an air 
mail packet from Leicester, England, bringing us more charming examples 
of the continuing work of Toni Savage. Among this group were more of 
his series of Phoenix Broadsides, now numbering 230! And, as usual, with 
these were three new poetry booklets from his New Broom private press. 

This time we received Arboretum, Ten Tree Songs by Eric Swift and illus- 
trated by the artist/printer Rigby Graham, number I10 of 120 copies 
signed by the author; Yesterday by Elhott-Howard, with drawings by 
Kathie Layfield, number 60 of 100 copies signed by Toni Savage; and 
Day Book Continued by John Cotton also illustrated by Rigby Graham, 
number 59 of 120 copies. As always, we are most grateful to dear Toni 
Savage. We should add that with this group of his printing he also sent us 
a color print of his nine-year-old daughter dressed as a Daffodil Fairy fora 
children’s costume contest in which she took first prize! 
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We are grateful to members Betty Potter of San Francisco, and James 
McClatchy of Tiburon, for their recent contributions to the Club’s 
auction collection. 

ALBERT SPERISEN 


Book Review 


Three Santa Barbara Authors (5 A Bookseller, by Ralph B. Sipper. Santa 
Barbara: Cordelia Editions, 1982. 35pp. Published as a holiday keepsake 
for friends of Joseph The Provider/Books. Printed by Graham Mackin- 


tosh in a limited edition of 300 copies. 


This volume brings together essays that were previously published sep- 
arately. The skillful, descriptive portraits of Ross Macdonald, John 
Sanford, and Robert Easton first appeared in the Santa Barbara Maga- 
zine. Ralph’s “self-portrait”’ was originally published in the Los Angeles 
Times. 

Photographs of the participants in this anthology provide visual aware- 
ness and Ralph Sipper’s carefully chosen words enhance our vision of the 
writers and the bookseller. The author is a clever reviewer who presents 
his subjects in a warm personal style. His comments are intended to 
illuminate the personal and geographical influences upon the authors 
rather than search for furtive image clusters in their writings. 

After reading the first piece, “Ross Macdonald: Clues to the Past,” 
a reader may discover and appreciate this literary celebrity on a plane re- 
moved from typical academic inquiry. Indeed, Sipper’s summary of Mac- 
donald’s accomplishments and attitudes is a fitting introduction to the 
dean of American detective novelists. 

Sipper’s description of John Sanford is a sensitive, revealing assess- 
ment of a writer who is complex and perhaps less well known than some of 
his contemporaries. The essay on Sanford, subtitled ‘“The Loneliness of 
the Long Distance Writer,” is a keenly focused image of a writer who 
demands perfection to flow from his quill. 

The state of California is a central element in the life and writing of 
Robert Easton. His 1943 novel or collection of stories, The Happy Man, 
established his reputation. Easton’s concern for the land extends beyond 
the printed page to active participation in establishing a refuge for the 
California Condor and leading a conservation movement during the oil 
spill of 1969 at Santa Barbara. 

Sipper’s sensitivity in drawing the characters of three neighbor-writers 
is also apparent in the account of his first decade as a bookseller. The 
origin and development of his venture into the modern first edition trade 
provides enjoyable and informative reading. It is a dream realized, a 
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modern fairy tale set in the kingdom of books. To reveal details of his 
saga would lessen the thrill of discovery by potential readers. Joseph The 
Provider is identified and, in addition, Ralph’s wife, Carol, receives ample 
credit for her role in the enterprise. 
Insum, Three Authors & A Bookseller is a book to be read, relished, and 
then re-read for another round of pleasure. 
FLoRIAN J. SHASKY 


Keepsakes 


Some members have feared that they somehow have missed receiving the 
1981 and 1982 keepsakes. This is not so, as they have not yet been issued. 
When the Club decided to do a series of three keepsakes on books that are 
significant in the history of California printing, no one foresaw the extra 
demands of this format, not to mention getting twenty or thirty con- 
tributors to get their work in on time. Hence the lengthy delays, but we 
hope that the results will be worth the wait. 


Publication Note 


By now, many of our members may have received our somewhat delayed 
(but well worth the wait) Spring book, At the Sign of the Lark: The San 
Francisco Publishing Venture of William Doxey. This handsome book was 
written by Robert D. Harlan and is the first to be produced for the Club 
by Harold Berliner, Printer and Typefounder. 

Our Autumn book, Redwood and Lumbering in California Forests, is a 
reconstruction of the original Edgar Cherry edition (1884), edited and 
with historical commentary by Peter E. Palmquist. The Cherry edition, 
with text by Charles Goodwin Noyes and an essay by Dr. Albert Kellogg, 
was embellished with original photographs of redwood forests, logging 
trains, giant saws, and rugged lumberjacks. Today only 26 copies of that 
edition have been located and no two contain the same illustrations. 
Because of the book’s documentary value, exceptional photographs, and 
scarcity, the Book Club is reproducing this remarkable volume in an 
expanded format, designed and printed by James Robertson at The Yolla 
Bolly Press, the first Club book printed by his press. 


Exhibition Notes 


Even those who thought they knew Paul Q. Forster’s work quite thor- 
oughly were surprised by the diversity, but not by the skill and appropriate- 
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ness, of his drawings, paintings, and designs on exhibit at the Book Club 
during June, July, and August. Examples chosen for the display ranged 
from art work for a souvenir cable car ticket to vignettes illustrating the 
Windsor Press Oriental Eclogues, in styles poles apart but each absolutely 
appropriate. Much of the work was for books: the whole of the design for 
Ansel Adams’ Photographs of the Southwest, a drawing of a fanciful bird for 
a book of flighty poems, paintings of broad views for Western America 
1846-1847, and of course the drawings illustrating his own book of verses, 
Side Dishes. 

There were also a Spanish galleon for a 1937 Stanford yearbook and 
recent drawings of monastery ruins in Normandy and a sort of genre 
depiction of an Egyptian family, as well as a panel of paintings of insects 
so beautiful one would have been happy to welcome them into one’s 
garden until it was explained that they were depicted for a pesticide 
pamphlet. All these in many styles, allusive and evocative but never di- 
rectly imitative or trite. There was not a false note among them. 

RutuH TEISER 


On display at the Club rooms from September 1 through October 27 will 
be a joint exhibition of the student presswork of Mills College and U.C. 
Santa Cruz. 


Serendipity 


CoRRIGENDA to the “Index” to the Quarterly News-Letter, 1965-1975 


In the recently published “Index to the Quarterly News-Letter of The Book 
Club of California,’ Volumes 31 through 40, 1965-1975, Bernard M. 
Rosenthal was erroneously credited with two book reviews. They are: 
“Printing Presses. History and Development from the Fifteenth Century 
to Modern Times,” 38, 4, 90; and “Victorian Book Design and Colour 
Printing,” 38, 4, 90. The reviews were signed “B. R.”’ Will the correct 
“B. R.” please identify himself? 

The review of “California Local History,’ 35, 4, 88 is correctly credited 
to Robert E. Bell, but also erroneously credited to Michael J. Harrison. 
Also, there should be no middle initial “J”? in Michael Harrison’s name. 
The reviews “Dukedom Large Enough,” 35, 3, 63, and “Early Newspa- 
pers and Periodicals of California and the West,” 35, 3, 64, were both 
signed “M. J. H.,” and erroneously credited to Michael Harrison. 
“M. J. H.” are the initials of Mark J. Hanrahan. 

Duncan H. OLMsTED 
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Our Quarterly News-Letter printers, Will Powers and Wesley B. Tanner, of 
Berkeley, have given us another new design for this volume, the third they 
have printed. The text for this volume is set (by Mackenzie-Harris Corp.) 
in Monotype Inland Caslon in the ten and twelve point sizes. Heads for 
main articles are set by hand in eighteen point Monotype Garamond Bold 
italic. Caslon italic, with swash capitals, is used for heads for the items of 
Club business in the back of the News-Letter. The large word “‘News- 
Letter” on the title page is in seventy-two point Gravure from Mr. Tan- 
ner’s extensive collection of display types. The paper chosen for this 
volume is Colonial White Ticonderoga Text, made by the Mohawk Paper 
Company. 


Sal Noto has now published Dearest Greek: Jack and Charmian London’s 
Presentation Inscriptions to George Sterling, edited with an Introduction 
and Notes by Stanley Wertheim and Sal Noto, which concluded in this 
issue of the News-Letter. He has issued it under his Eureka Publications 
imprint. The book is fifty pages, illustrated with nine photographs, and is 
issued in an edition of 500 copies, softbound. It sells for $6.00. Further 
information can be had by writing Sal Noto at 21995 McClellan Road, 
Cupertino, California 95014. The book is also available at several Bay 
Area antiquarian bookstores and in Santa Barbara. 


The 1852 Hopkinson & Cope Super Royal (21”x 29”) Albion press formerly 
owned by Saul and Lillian Marks recently purchased by Alan Dietch has 
now been sold to the California State Library. The press will augment a 
fine press section of the Special Collections Department and will eventually 
be used for printing. Accompanying the press is an 18” two-handled brayer, 
custom-made paper humidors, and miscellaneous tools and supplies. 


It is with regret that we note the death of Kenneth M. Johnson of Foster 
City on July 31. Mr. Johnson was a member of the Club for over twenty 
years, during which time his The Sting of “The Wasp” and The Life and 
Times of Edward Robeson Taylor were published by the Club. We express 
our deepest sympathy to his family. 


Your editor noticed the following gem in a column appropriately known as 
“Triviata” which appeared in the Pacific Grove-Pebble Beach Tribune on 
July 6, 1983: “Gutenberg (Johannes, that is; c. 1400-1468) learned to read 
upside down when he was about five years old. This was because his grand- 
mother would read to him from the family Bible, as he stood in front of 
her.” The last item in the column: “A Yiddish proverb holds that ‘Half 
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a truth is a whole lie’. 


Become the proud owner of an authentic 


Albion Hand BWress 


which is again being produced by us. 


» This World Famous Albion Hand Press delights the eye and ¢ 
is a joy to use. Finished in gloss or matt black and gold. 
We also have stock of a few Antique Albion, 
Columbian, and Imperial Presses. 


Write for further details to: 


FREDK. ULLMER LTD. 
City-Gate Unit, Nobel Road, Edmonton, London, 
N18 3DG, England Tel. 01-803 6776 


Announcement 


Commonplace Book Six is ready. 
Printed on mould made paper, in 
two or more colors in many cases. 
Approximately fifty pages. Two 
hundred copies for sale at $75 
plus California sales tax where 


applicable. 


THE GRACE HOPER PRESS 
749 Oak Hill Road : : Aptos CA 
95003 


APTOS & WOODSIDE 
MCMLX XXIII 





I can help you with your cataloging needs. 


| offer the following services: 
CATALOGING OF 
BOOKS, RECORDS, & MANUSCRIPTS 


for insurance, personal, or 
bookselling purposes. Contact: 


Barbara Jane Land 


770 El Camino Del Mar 
San Francisco, CA 94121 
Phone (415) 221-7707 References available. 


@ ILLUSTRATED BOOKS 
Early to 20th Century 
Livre d’Artiste. 


@ FINELY BOUND BOOKS 
Exhibition Bindings in mint 
condition. 

Sumptuously bound sets— 
nearly a hundred in stock. 


@ LITERATURE 
English, American and 
European authors. 
First Editions — 17th through 
20th century. 
Copies from distinguished 
libraries in mint condition. 


Catalogues Issued 
GOLDEN LEGEND, INC. 


8586 Melrose Ave., Los Angeles. 
CA 90069 « Phone (213) 657-4446 








Sponsored by the Friends of the UCLA Library 


(REBEL (CR ESDAY ICRI 
October 22 & 23, 1983 


Saturday, 11 am-6 pmse Sunday, ll am-5 pm 


Grand Ballroom 
Ackerman Student Union, UCLA 


(North end of Westwood Plaza) 





53 dealers from Southern California will 
display rare books, manuscripts, & graphics. 
All items will be for sale. 48 $4.00 admission, 
(students $2.00), good for both days. 


Under the sponsorship of the UCLA Library. 


